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Modernism, Postmodernism & Metamodernism …  Notes - Bob Clarke – August 2024 

Western Philosophical debates about Modernism and Postmodernism since the 1970s have often focussed on rival 
claims and counter-claims regarding objective truth, on the one hand, and the social construction of “truths” on 
the other. What light can 21st-century post-Postmodern positions – especially Metamodernism  - throw upon these 
debates? This talk will offer a very selective top-down examination of these issues regarding Postmodernism, and 
its aftermaths, via its altercations with Architecture and Science.  
 

Key References: 
Postmodernism (PoMo): 
  Architecture: Jenks (1977, 1987), Watkin (1984) 

Philosophy: Lyotard (1984)  
Moral Critiques of PoMo: Chomsky (1993), Postmodern Essay Generator 

The Science Wars:   
Philosophy and Sociology of Science: Kuhn (1962), Feyerabend (1979, 1982, 1987),  
Latour and Woolgar (1979), Barnes and Bloor (1982), Hollis and Lukes (1985)   
The Scientific Response: Gross and Levitt (1994), Sokal et al. (1996, 1998, 2008), Goldacre (2003) 

Post-Truth: OED Definition (2016), Calcutt (2016), Wright (2018) 

Metamodernism: Vermeulen and van den Akker (2010), Aziz (2024),  Henriques (2020) (also Wiki).  
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